that you should not be in fault; therefore you
to Sidney must be careful in this matter. If your absence
from home is not inconvenient to your noble
father and your other friends, you will do well,
as far as I can judge, to come. I do not reckon
as an inconvenience the pain they will feel at
your absence by reason of the great love they
bear you. For I hope that you will gain expe-
rience and information, and return to them so
high in reputation, that they will then rejoice at
your having left them, and altogether approve
your present plan. ... As soon as you have de-
termined on your proceedings, if you will let
me know, I will do my best that you may not
be here as a volunteer, but may hold some sta-
tion worthy of you; and I suspedl I am far from
being an objedl of dislike to some who have in-
fluence here. I should think the command of a
.wing or squadron of horse would suit you at first,
that so you might be able to repay in some sort
the attendance of the poorer friends who shall act
company you, and your other dependents. You
would have to make choice of a skilful lieuten-
ant or deputy commander; but you would soon
be able to learn the duties of your position from
La Noue. Your countryman, Norris, cultivates
him greatly, and is nearly always at his side,
which adds much to his authority.

Antwerp, November 14,1579.
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